         LOYOLA COLLEGE (AUTONOMOUS), CHENNAI – 600 034
B.A. DEGREE EXAMINATION – ENGLISH LITERATURE
FIFTH SEMESTER – April 2009
EL 5501 - CONTEMPORARY BRITISH LITERATURE

        Date & Time: 17/04/2009 / 9:00 - 12:00        Dept. No. 
                                                    Max. : 100 Marks


           



                    SECTION – A
I. Answer the following questions in not more than 30 words each. 


(10x2=20)

1. Whatever happens happens by His Will.

 Now go quickly to your shelters

 Discuss the irony in the lines.

2. More than the visionary his cell:

            His stride is wilderness of freedom:

            Comment on the comparison here.

       3. One is always nearer by not keeping still

           Describe the significance of this line.

      4.  No caroling in frosty air,

           Nor all the steeple-shaking bells

          Can with this single Truth compare-

          What is the Truth that is referred to here

      5. When I came in, and I was embarrassed

           By old men standing up to shake my hand

          Why was the speaker embarrassed?

6. ------------Once we started, though,

    We passed them, grinning and pomaded, girls

    In parodies of fashion, heels and veils.

    What is the poet describing in these lines?

7. The reformative effect of punishment is a belief that dies hard, chiefly I think, because it is so 
      satisfying to our sadistic impulses.

      Explain the reformative effects of punishment practiced in olden days as told by Russell.

8.  Man’s knowledge of God is due to God himself.

     How does Barclay justify this view?

9.   Cold eyes and bodies hoped in steel,

       Forever bent upon the kill.

      Whom is the poet Geoffrey Hill referring to as having cold eyes and bodies of steel?

10. You see, what it is, you see, I changed my name years ago. I’ve been going around under the    

        assumed name! That’s not my real name.

Why is Davies in ‘The Caretaker’ going under an assumed name? 
                                                   SECTION – B

II.  Answer any FIVE of the following in 150 words each: 



(5x 8 = 40)

11. Discuss the character of Miss Jean Brodie in Muriel Spark’s novel? 

12. How does Barclay underline his thesis about the existence of God?

13. What are the major themes in Tom Stoppard’s “Jumpers”?

14. Discuss the symbolism in Iris Murdoch’s “The Bell”.  

15. Attempt a critical appreciation of Charles Causley’s “Song of the Dying Gunner”.

16.  How does Peter Porter build up atmosphere in his poem “Your Attention please”?

17. What are Ted Hughes’s views about the vitality of the Jaguar as compared to other animals in 
       the zoo?

18. What is the essence of Christmas as seen in John Betjeman’s poem “Christmas”?

                                                SECTION – C

III. Answer the following in about 300 words each: 




(2x20=40)

19. Discuss the way in which Russell underlines some of the fallacies in Ideas that have harmed    

       mankind.

                                                     OR

  20. Justify the title of Golding’s “Lord of the Flies” and discuss the use of symbols in the novel.

21. Trace the elements of the Absurd in Harold Pinter’s “The Caretaker”.

                                                     OR
      22. What are the salient features of Ted Hughes’s poetry?  
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